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Forthe first twoorthree years alter ing,

tmmhu;a swtjﬁts will be {oo%gng -)Corf poénfé%neft

sites for when H’\ey are reao[y to breed. . TF\ey

search ouk Possdolz hole s and cracke in the eaves

of buleLngs , brushing their wmg)s agamf‘c )

oPenmgs. tkt\zé\ are nicknarmed, bangers‘ because
L

they Look L ey are deliberately colliding with
v / / &
Their instinct is to aLways return to the same. f they think they may have found. an empty site,
ngst eackh ?zar, and. thay have a precise memory afber'a few fly-bys khey may entec and haw a.leok
ks position. around to judge s sml:aBLM:y for breeding the

make nests with sza‘c\'\ers and grasses -
whalzvzr H'\zy can catc\fw_]ﬁloa’cmg onthe dir~and.
Lay two eggs, sometimes three .
Once chicks are hakched. , the parent birds spend.
Lon(q)) eriods 0f time away fom the nest collect -
lng iood . 'ﬂ:\e/y catch hundred s o:{ aivborne insects
a,nO\SPtdefs and carry them i a bolus, in the throat,
When the weather is poor, swifts may ]Cly hundreds of
miles, skirking weaHnersys&:zms in search of £ood..
Swift chicks can survive lﬁng periods of Fine withouk
choek by znter'mg astake of Lorpor, similar to hibern -
atiore.
Alter L2 days, when the chicks should have eached

)Jcclfzaefgegfeck wagh’c of g, H\ey dre. ready o

Jfo[bwmg Year.

o o ~




Did you know that whena swi&l: -‘szdges it
doesn't touch down to earth agaire until it's
fedd.}a bo breed.? That could be up to three
years laker!

When swifts are not nzstirg,’cha are ina
constant stake oJC JCLLth. Y ]Czed. by
Catc\fLLrLg insects and Lrbomz,apmd.s ana
SFLdus ,and H-\Ly skim lakes and pono\s
Lor waker. They zuen make and. sleep onv
%hz w'mg ;

On wacm summer evenings, swifts can be
Seer. SPLraLLLr\.g high inko the sky to SPZWO‘.
the mght up Eo marly Ews miles Bbove the
Farth. Here, Hr\zy can roost without {ear of
predators. They shut down. half their brain
ak a.hmz, auowmg stzP, but e,nsur'mg that
their navi,gahona.\, instincts keep them
)Crom b&mg blowr oﬁ course. .
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One of the most Lovely sights and. sound.s
dftera. long, hot summer’s day s a happy
bard. of screzdr\mg swbﬁks, SWooping

over the roof-tops in perfect S}mdwror\'tcﬂ:y .

Ted, Hug\wes wrote a. beauhju& paem.
LrLSerecL b Y these Screammg Parl:'&es.

This extract relates their exuberance

PLrj:ZCtL) -

&

And. here they aceadain

Eruptm%' across yara stones

Shrapnel -scatter terror. Frog -gapers,
Speedmay goggles, international mobsters -

Abolas of three or Lour wire screams
J’éc,key(ng against cach otheyr

On their switchback. wheel of death.
They swat Past ] ha.rolfjﬁlzkd'\eok

Veer on the hard, alr, toss wp over the rooJL
And.are gone agam.“



E.L\/in(ng most of their lives on the
S| Wing, swifts will Ly anaverage
f ot 750,000 miles every year.

Eﬂ\at’sjustabtkfurth v “than

| A;Ll}m(_q to the moan !
A




£ on_humans to

Swijﬁ’cs are almost QnJCLreLy d&P@MLﬁﬂ
Providz their nesting places Tﬁey &md hidden spaces
under the 2aves of buildingfs, actessed. through little
breaks in brickwork or fascias. But the velentless
march o uPVC has meant that man iasctas and SO-j-S:Lt'S
on older buildings have been replace with plastic
board.s, which com Plzkziy block the swift's entvance to
the nest . When this happens, the swift will{l
repeatedlyat the place where it had been, often breaking

their AngS and dy‘mg asa result .

UK swilt numbers have reduced. by more than 50%
since 1995 The common consensus amorxgst SWLJ(t
suppor t groups around. the country is that-it is

ma.‘mly due to the acceleratin g loss of nzs%mg sibes .
Where gstablished. sibes are undisturbed. numbers

have remained. constant and where new nesk bricks and.
boxes are installed. colonies can quickly build in size.
Boxes area good o kfix for exisking -(d‘mgs,but
mstalung wift bricRs il new dzvalopmznks will Znsure
seCure nzshng sites formany years tocome. . They are
cheap and easy & install, will last the lifekime of the
building and are maintenance -free . The nest chamber is
a sealed enclosure which prevents any wildlife fromgetting
inko the fa,bri c of the hause .
Although swifts rrayy take time Eo colonise new nestin
sites, these “Universall bricks also offzr much -needed:
accommodation to other red-listed. birds, such ds
gparcaws and. starttngs, and. Bue tiks .
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Qui delines JCQE EQsthom;%_SMft_Eugks,
. Place bricks in groups~swifts nest in colonies.
2. A minimum of L5 metres above ground. level.
3.At Least 500~1000mm apart.

ly.Place under the eaves,or at least where there
ts shade for part of the day

5. Avoid Plamng 1mmecLLajceLy above windows.
6. Allow clear adjacent airspace for swifks to

SWoop in and. out of the enbrance .

7. Place away {rom. where predators can perch
or climb toy’chja brick. . i i3

Saja jrom freda,l:ors

lgghl\ing a SWLJ(JE Br(cl&.

in{:zrt or wau

cavt‘cy

exterior
wall

entrance

The swLJ(-l: brick spans
the insulation space and.
is totaLLy enclosed. .



[ The Swifts Local Nekwork

Across the COuntry,growps of ex ert conservationists
WOrk, ‘ctreLzsslv to'reverse the dzci‘mz of swifts,

Th? Sather information and.offerguidance to
ecalegists and. councils involved. with planning for
btod,iverst\:}_ A list of all the local, graups may be
found. on the website: www. switt-conseration.org.

'ﬂ'!ey hetp peo lz who want to create neslcmg spaces,
aci\/'osmg on suitab\z bn;ckslboxes and caLLLng sy stems

and. where best to locate them .

Much of their hmafrom May to September is sPen’c
momtormg breed'mg sites and aotvusmcoj‘ owners of
house e that accommodate swifts how to carry owk
venovakions withouwt endangzrmg the birds.

During the breedin sgason, voLUnEeérs Carz-gor
injured. swifts that have ended up on the ground.. Man

of these are 90un8 swtj(\:s who have not y@t —JCu.LL
dweloPEO\ and so cannobt fly The dedication of ‘these.
carers is truLy amazing. They are s cialists wha
have undecgone spzcﬁ'cc and. detailed. training. Even
rehabbers of other bicd. species need to learn to look atker

swifts, so specific are their reguirements,

For at least Imonkhs every year, their homes are
turned. info swift rescue cenZ(es. They &eedxthzc}ucks
every hour |8 hours a d.:a Andalthough there’s not
much. time in bebweery they also have to source and.
prepare insects ]Cor)Cood} wash.and.dry the cloths used.
to handle the birds,and. vespond. to calls when new
casualties are Jﬁound_.They get very little sleep!

Wher the time comes for each swilk to fledge, they
are taken toa suikable place to be released. and.
begiin their Journey to K rica..



Whe wLuyou send. this me ssage to?

*Raho is the operative word. here: swift bricks
should never dctuatty be installed. smgly. Swifts nest
in colonies, 50 bricks should be installed. in groups of

]
{anee 0rf more..



[ Where Next ? J
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Find. local experts
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WWW. swtft -conservati on.org isa comprehzns ve webaite

for all ’ch'mgs sw‘t)(’c-retal:ect . Also the, Action for SwaJCts

blog page isan mJCorma,’che comme,n‘ta.ry on the various
activities of people who care abouk swifts .

InJ(ormaJCiorL Bank

SWLJUC Conservation

ACJCLOrL for SW%JCS

F’moka SWiJCt groux‘; near youd

( Gk the Swft Mapper Aon (it freet)

The RSPR's Swilt Ma\bPzr is an interactive

map of the UK, w ich You can use to Log
Where you seeevidence of brzeding swif & sites.
Little s Rnown about swifts as they are sodifficult
to track, but the data. Jfrom this app’ helps us to
profect nests, and. to know where best to provide

Lnew nest sites
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(JC you are Ludzy enoug to have sWifEs nesting in
your house aLreadZ, be careful to preserve the nesks
and theiraccess. znovalcmg roofs and.soffits oj(tm
means the entrance tothe nest s cut off. You can
zasd) remzcky this b9 cutting a sut\:abty sized. hole
and.placing a nest cup inside the soﬁtt :
Remember ... ik is illegal to prevent or hinder swifts
imm er\tcrmg their nests. Scaffoldin %jnoukot
rej—or@ never be erected until af tert Y have.
rekuwrned to Africa.

Ano\ fina,\ki,,. ;
( )\:IJC youftndagroundui swtjk.]

_D»ON’TV Leave it on the ground.- ks easy prey for cats.

'DONT
tr\} tOjazd tt-itsa stcLahstJob.
Put it ir\aner\doszok}qvuieb, warm Place,.

m po st onFacebook. page //Swtjits and Swallows S ‘O.S\\.
Touwill veceive a. S\x/uft response ojf h@lp andazivicd

Dekailed. advice ma Y also bzﬁounok onthe swift conservation
website . i PATRRRR T Y U R

throw it mto the air orout o:f a wmdow.

Inspired by Nature...

The incredibly brave journey of the Swift has always been
an inspiration to us here at Ozone, and we even named
one of our favourite wings after this most intrepid bird.
We’re grateful to be able to support this project as part of
our ongoing efforts to preserve the wild spaces we live
and play in.

Ozone Paragliders and Kites is a company founded by
paraglider pilots, with roots in the UK. Since 1998 we
have provided our friends and customers with paragliders
that carry us deep into the unknown — to world record
altitudes in the Himalaya, and across world record
distances in South America and the Alps. Like the swift,
we trust our wings to carry us great distances.

Paragliding is a beautiful sport that almost anyone can
try. If the thought of riding rising currents of air and
floating across hundreds of kilometres of distance
dancing beneath the clouds piques your interest, please
visit our website to learn more about it and find a local
school to get your first flight. Most students fly solo on
day one!

Cheers, from all the team at Ozone.
www.flyozone.com oOo=00Me

With thanks to all the campaigners, photographers, artists
and writers who have inspired me, and Ozone for their
generous sponsorship.

All enquiries: help.swifts@gmail.com

© Helen Lucy 2023
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